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Dear Yukoners,

The past year has been challenging for Yukoners. Many of us have been 
forced to put our lives and businesses on hold. Our livelihoods have been 
harmed, and we have had to cancel or postpone many important events.

While some relief has been offered, it has often been complex and 
bureaucratic; focused on the convenience of government rather than the 
requirements of families and business owners. Yukoners are frustrated by 
convoluted solutions to straightforward problems. 

Over the past five years, Yukoners have grown tired of being probed and 
studied and then waiting months or years for the government to produce 
a laundry-list of problems, instead of simply being helped. Lengthy 
consultant reports that sit on shelves with no possibility of meaningful 
action do nothing to improve the day-to-day lives of Yukoners.

As we move into brighter days, a Yukon Party government will take 
Action for a Change. We will do this by building the three pillars vital to 
ensuring a high quality of life for Yukon citizens: Economic Recovery, 
Supporting Yukon Families and Safe and Growing Communities. 
These pillars will rest on a foundation of Good Governance and result in 
a Strong Yukon Recovery.

I understand that many Yukoners are frustrated. You have been waiting 
for years, while the current government did nothing but ask questions, 
create more red tape and launch study after study; simply to come to 
conclusions you knew all along. It is time for action.

We are a world-class destination, and we must ensure entrepreneurs 
can offer once-in-a-lifetime experiences to visitors from around the 
world. Wilderness tourism is only one of the competitive advantages 
available to Yukoners. Our mineral resources are second to none, and we 
need to offer certainty to those looking to responsibly develop them. 

Yukoners lead a variety of lifestyles. By empowering and supporting 
communities all across the territory, a Yukon Party government will 
ensure self-determination for those communities and our citizens.  
We will support the health of Yukoners. First, by ensuring our public 
health officials have the resources they need to get us through the 
pandemic, and then through preventative measures that foster healthy 
lifestyles, reduce substance abuse and improve access to mental  
health services.

A Yukon Party government 
will bring common sense 
to programs that help 
Yukoners and businesses. 
We will reduce red tape 
and streamline services. 
We will listen to citizens 
and communities 
and take swift action 
to solve problems 
by making real-world 
changes, innovating, and 
harnessing the Yukon’s 
advantages as the world 
opens up around us. 
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We will look to the future as we raise the next generation of Yukoners. 
We will improve the educational outcomes for First Nations students and 
enable Yukon youth to choose and pursue well-paying, rewarding careers 
in technology and trades. In an evolving and competitive world, historical 
models of education and training must change. In the immediate future, 
we will develop an Education Recovery Plan focused on ensuring no 
student is left behind due to the changes in education delivery during 
the pandemic.

This action-oriented agenda depends on a strong foundation of  
Good Governance. A Yukon Party government will work closely with  
First Nations governments, continuing the momentum of the Yukon 
Forum, and developing a joint action plan outlining mutual priorities.  
A successful Yukon will only be possible through collaborative 
partnerships that support reconciliation. 

We will engage and respect our professional public service, recognizing 
the non-partisan, independent nature of its work. We will make 
clear, timely decisions that enable our public servants to do their jobs 
effectively. Because, it is only by working as a constructive team that we 
can best serve the Yukon public. 

Please join me and the Yukon Party team as we take Action for a 
Change to recover from the pandemic and position ourselves for new 
opportunities that will help the Yukon and Yukoners achieve their  
full potential.

Supporting Healthy 
Yukon Families

Economic 
Recovery

Safe And Growing 
Communities

Currie Dixon 
Leader of the Yukon Party

Photo Credits: www.archbould.com
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Economic Recovery

Economic Recovery

Action for a Change

Our economy has been hit hard by the 
pandemic and unemployment has grown 
significantly. While this is challenging 
on its own, it is even worse when we 
consider that those job losses have come 
almost entirely from the private sector and 
particularly from some key industries. 

The current government’s initial response to economic 
hardship was a suite of ad hoc programs requiring 
businesses to engage with multiple departments in 
an ever-growing vortex of red tape. Conversely, new 
funding for tourism businesses took seven months to 
be announced and even now, lacks crucial detail.

The current government’s initial appearance of 
responsiveness has been replaced by a wait-and-see 
approach, creating an entirely new set of barriers and 
replacing relief with uncertainty.  

The Economic Recovery of the territory will be the 
primary challenge for a new Yukon government.  
This recovery will require leadership that is willing to 
act boldly and decisively to put the Yukon in a position  
to succeed. 

Changes are urgently required to both near-term 
pandemic-related business support programs and the 
long-term approach to economic recovery through 
support of the private sector economy.
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Economic Recovery

We first need to get businesses through the final 
phase of the pandemic. 

A Yukon Party government will:

 Simplify and streamline existing short term  
 relief programs and adopt a one-window   
 approach to accessing them.

 Reverse the cuts to the Yukon Business Program  
 and restore the $100,000 cap.

 Remove uncertainty by extending the suite of  
 relief programs for one year, or until economic  
 restrictions are removed.

 Extend the 25 per cent discount for liquor   
 licensees for one year and change the program  
 so that it applies equally to all licensees. 

 Work with the business community to explore  
 ways to mitigate the rising cost of insurance in  
 the North.

 Provide a clear plan with timelines and   
 benchmarks to give businesses and Yukoners  
 a clear path forward to a safe reopening and  
 return to a new normal.

Support Small Business  
and Cut Red Tape

Reducing regulatory red tape is one of the best 
ways that government can help businesses thrive, 
especially during a time of economic uncertainty 
caused by the pandemic. Our goal is to make the 
Yukon internationally recognized as one of the best 
places in the world to do business. We need to 
create a climate of predictability, accountability, and 
sensibility. To do this, a Yukon Party government will 
launch an ambitious and comprehensive Red Tape 
Modernization Action Plan. 

The private sector needs to be our focus. 
Governments at all levels will continue to play an 
important role, however the Yukon will only have 
long-term economic success if the private sector 
leads the way. A Yukon Party government will foster 
intergovernmental partnerships, set a practical 
framework, streamline supports and then get out  
of the way.

Supporting Business 
Through to Recovery

We are committed to ensuring that the private sector 
leads the Yukon’s economic recovery. Growing and 
creating new opportunities for the private sector needs 
to be the focus of the government for the next four years. 

In the short term, temporary government-imposed 
restrictions mean affected businesses need to count 
on government support. Over the long-term, a Yukon 
Party government will be innovative in how we help 
economic sectors. 

We will look proactively and strategically for creative 
solutions, working in concert with First Nations 
governments, municipal governments, and our private 
sector partners. We are ready to operate in new 
ways, placing the private sector at the forefront 
of our economic recovery. 

Reducing red tape and easing 
the regulatory burden will be 
central to our efforts. It is time for 
concrete measures to address 
the persistent drag on our small 
businesses.
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Economic Recovery

 Expand liquor licensing changes to allow   
 restaurants and bars to expand their spaces  
 and increase profitability, such as working with  
 municipalities to allow expanded patios and  
 increased opportunities for “on-street” activities.

Tourism

Our tourism businesses have been some of the 
hardest hit by the pandemic and require urgent 
attention and support from government. Beyond that, 
they need a clear path forward that gives some 
certainty about what is ahead. While funding has been 
announced, lack of certainty about how the funding 
will work and lack of clarity about what the future will 
hold for the industry has replaced relief with 
uncertainty. 

A Yukon Party government will:

 Immediately accelerate and enhance the   
 distribution of the tourism relief funding by   
 increasing the amount per year by 50 per cent  
 to $7.5 million. 

 Create a new fund for product development  
 and existing product rejuvenation.

 Work with the tourism industry to highlight its  
 benefits to Yukoners. 

We also need to find new ways to attract visitors. 
A Yukon Party government will:

 Appoint a Bid Committee to begin planning to  
 host the 2027 Canada Winter Games and start  
 planning for the development of necessary  
 infrastructure to accommodate hosting.

 Work with the tourism and arts sectors to   
 develop a new annual anchor tourism event.

 Promote the Yukon as a sporting destination. 

Key elements of the Red Tape Modernization  
Action Plan will:

 Create a “one-for-one rule”, which will require  
 government to manage the growth of the   
 regulatory burden on businesses, without   
 compromising health, safety, or legal obligations.

 Introduce a “Small Business Lens” to the   
 regulatory development process that will require  
 government to specifically take into account the  
 impact that regulations have on small business. 

 Require all future regulatory development to  
 include a “Regulatory Impact Analysis” to   
 summarize the impacts of proposed regulations  
 including expected financial impacts on businesses.

 Undertake a comprehensive measure of the  
 current regulatory burden and report annually  
 to Yukoners on progress in reducing that burden.

 Implement service standards to set targets for  
 timely and predictable issuance of licenses  
 and permits. 

Create New Private  
Sector Opportunities

 Remove government from the sale of   
 cannabis and fully privatize the distribution by  
 adopting a model similar to Saskatchewan, and  
 support private retailers to displace black market  
 operators and keep our communities safe.

 Open up the distribution model of the Yukon  
 Liquor Corporation, allowing licensees to   
 purchase directly from manufacturers and   
 distributors and conduct a pricing review.

  Work with breweries and distilleries to explore  
 new sales channels that allow growth  
 such as delivery. 
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Economic Recovery

Agriculture 

The Yukon has had success in growing our agriculture 
sector over the past decades. We need to continue to 
create the conditions to allow for further growth by 
supporting industry to increase our self-sufficiency in  
food production.

 To do this a Yukon Party government will:

 Give preference to locally grown food in   
 government facilities.

 Lower barriers to construction by   
 implementing a farming building code based  
 on best practices in other jurisdictions.

 Work with federal regulators to ensure that our  
 regulatory system allows for our current   
 operators to grow and expand.

 Support the Yukon Agriculture Association,  
 Growers of Organic Food Yukon and the   
 Fireweed Community Market.

 Develop an Agriculture Production Tax   
 Credit to encourage farming.

 Work with farmers and hunters to revise  
 the elk management plan to provide   
 hunting opportunities and improve   
 protection of farm land.

 Set aside recent changes to agriculture   
 development rules that were imposed   
 without public consultation.

 Provide for public consultation to review   
 the Agriculture Policy.

Increasing Local 
Procurement

Yukon Government’s spending has the potential to create 
even more benefits to our local economy if procurement 
is better aimed at supporting local businesses. 

To do this a Yukon Party government will:

 Amend the Business Incentive Program to  
 provide a fixed-percentage advantage for local  
 companies bidding on tenders for Goods  
 and Services. 

 Work with the local construction industry to  
 identify several major projects per year with  
 enhanced local advantages.

 Work with First Nations governments on larger  
 infrastructure projects to ensure First Nations- 
 owned businesses have the opportunity to  
 participate in economic activity occurring within  
 their traditional territory.

 Delay the implementation of the Yukon First  
 Nations Procurement Policy, while it is reviewed  
 in consultation with First Nations and  
 affected businesses. 
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Economic Recovery

Mining

A Yukon Party government will recognize and support 
the mining and exploration industry as the backbone of 
the Yukon’s private sector economy, and a critical 
component of the Yukon’s economic recovery.

Over the last several years, uncertainty, changing 
goal posts, and a lack of action has hurt the Yukon’s 
place as a desirable place to invest. The recent Fraser 
Institute Annual Survey of Mining Companies has 
shown that the territory’s rank as an attractive place to 
invest has fallen from 9th to 18th. Of those surveyed, 
nearly half indicated they had low confidence that they 
would eventually be granted permits to move forward. 
It is clear that more work is needed to improve the 
Yukon’s regulatory and assessment regimes. 

A Yukon Party government will:

 Work with Canada, First Nations, and industry  
 to restore confidence in our assessment   
 and licensing regime with predictable   
 timelines and procedural fairness. 

 Establish policy to ensure all departments   
 internal to the Yukon Government involved in the  
 YESAB and Water Licensing processes meet  
 prescribed timelines.

 Initiate work with First Nations, industry and other  
 stakeholders on successor resource legislation  
 to modernize the Quartz and Placer Mining Acts. 

 Work with Yukon First Nations governments  
 and the Government of Canada to increase the  
 amount of resource royalties retained by   
 Yukoners and ensure the greatest beneficiaries  
 of the royalties are the regions and communities  
 in which the projects operate.

 Ensure ‘free entry’ remains as the most fair  
 and transparent way to acquire mineral rights  
 on open public Crown lands. 

 Investigate options to have producing mines  
 become independent power producers and sell  
 additional renewable power to the grid during  
 peak periods. 

 Provide a five-year stable funding agreement  
 for the Yukon Mineral Exploration Program in  
 consultation with industry. 

 Conduct a best practices review of other   
 jurisdictions for tax and other incentives to   
 support placer and hard rock mining.

 Complete the drafting of a Resource  
 Road Regulation.

 Complete the Dawson Regional Land Use   
 Planning process.

 Complete the development of a Yukon  
 Wetlands Policy.

 Work with appropriate levels of government to  
 lobby for the Yukon’s required access to   
 tidewater via Skagway and Haines, Alaska   
 and Stewart, B.C.

 Increase funding to the Yukon Geological   
 Survey for additional field work and to conduct  
 tours and regional conferences like Dawson  
 Rocks with exploration geologists from private  
 mining companies.

“ The Yukon should be a first-class investment destination, but after 
years of inaction and broken promises the investment climate has 
unfortunately cooled. We are at a crossroads at which we need to take 
action to support the industry today so that Yukoners can continue to 
benefit from the many contributions that the mining industry makes to 
the territory. Better is possible with leadership and vision. “ 

– Currie Dixon, Leader of the Yukon Party



Yukon Party Platform 2021: Action for a Change8
Action for a Change

Economic Recovery

Energy and Climate Change

There is no better example of the link between 
Yukon’s ongoing economic development and the need 
to address climate change than our energy and 
electricity needs. It is clear that we need to ensure 
that our power grid includes a portfolio of renewable 
energy sources, but also has the capacity to keep the 
lights on and our economy moving. This means we 
need to make immediate investments in our current 
generation and back-up capacity, but also proceed 
with the planning and development of new projects to 
help us address growth in future demand and reduce 
our emissions. We also know that power rates are a 
key driver of affordability for Yukon families and we 
need to address ever-growing rates. 

 Provide additional resources to expand the  
 YGS Yukon Rocks outreach program for   
 elementary and high schools.

 Continue to work with the Yukon Mining   
 Alliance to host media and investors in the   
 Yukon and attend investment conferences in  
 major markets.

 Conduct an annual socio-economic benefit  
 study of placer and hard rock mining with a  
 public awareness campaign to communicate  
 the findings.

 Work with Yukon University to explore   
 developing an enhanced geology program   
 in the Yukon.  

To achieve this, a Yukon Party government will:

 Freeze power rates for two years and work  
 with the Yukon Energy Corporation to stabilize  
 their budget, ensure they are adequately   
 resourced, and launch a review to depoliticize  
 the rate application process. The goal of this  
 exercise will be to make applications more  
 regular, and eliminate the shocking rate swings  
 which have become common in recent years.

 Immediately begin construction of a new   
 Yukon-owned LNG energy generation facility in  
 Whitehorse to replace the fleet of rented diesels  
 from Alberta. 

 Advance forward with the 10-year renewable 
 electricity plan developed by Yukon Energy and  
 identify opportunities to partner with Yukon First  
 Nations on energy projects.

 Work with Canada to ensure that we are properly  
 funded to do our part to allow Canada to meet its  
 goal of having net-zero emissions by 2050. 

 Work with Canada to explore the potential of  
 hydrogen as an alternative and cleaner source  
 of energy in the North.

 Work with Canada and industry to explore   
 options to extend the Yukon electrical grid to  
 Watson Lake to offset diesel generation in our  
 third largest community and allow other   
 customers to connect.

 Continue current investments in climate  
 change, energy and green economy projects.
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Economic Recovery

Adjusting to a Made-in-Yukon 
Carbon Pricing System

The current territorial government has worked closely 
with their federal counterparts to bring a Made-in-
Ottawa carbon tax to the Yukon. While we have never 
agreed with the current government’s carbon pricing 
system, we understand that having something in place 
is mandated by federal law. The Yukon Party believes 
that a Made-in-Yukon system will give Yukoners more 
self-determination and be better-suited to our Northern 
realities. A Yukon Party government will:

 Push for changes to our carbon pricing system  
 to add exemptions that reflect our Northern  
 lifestyle and economy. This will include:

  Exempting home heating fuel as heating your  
  home is not a luxury.

  Reviewing the impact of the federal carbon  
  tax on the price of groceries and essential  
  goods to ensure enough is being done to  
  address affordability. 

 If the federal government cannot    
 accommodate our interests, we will explore  
 displacing the federal backstop with a Made- 
 in-Yukon carbon pricing system established  
 under territorial legislation, similar to the   
 process undertaken by the NWT.  

Forestry

 Develop a Yukon Forestry Strategy to support  
 value added products for Yukon timber   
 including biomass energy production.

 Use targeted harvesting to reduce wildfire risk  
 in and near communities.

 Identify regulatory improvements to support  
 the growth of the Yukon’s biomass energy industry.

 Work with First Nations and the Yukon First  
 Nations Wildfire to expand their involvement in  
 the management and mitigation of wildfire.  
 Recognize that in addition to providing community  
 safety benefits, this also provides important  
 skills training for Yukoners.

 Enhance current investments in energy efficiency  
 retrofits and renewable energy upgrades for  
 government buildings by creating a specific $20  
 million fund for First Nations and municipal  
 governments to apply to for energy retrofit and  
 renewable energy projects for their buildings.

 Enhance supports for home-owners to retrofit  
 their houses and generate renewable electricity  
 from renewable sources by:

  Working with municipalities to implement an  
  energy retrofit loan program. 

  Working with industry to consider the   
  eligibility of projects for the Micro-Generation  
  program and Good Energy program; including  
  the possibility of household-scale batteries  
  for back-up electricity.

  Working with condominium corporations to  
  ensure they can access renewable energy  
  and retrofits supports.

 Provide low-interest financing to install   
 biomass heating systems in commercial and  
 institutional buildings.

 Provide low-interest financing to install smart  
 electric heating devices in residential,   
 commercial and institutional buildings. 

 Invest in training for a green building workforce  
 to help transition to a low-carbon   
 economy, including:

  Strengthening and designing new programs  
  with Yukon University and industry to better  
  understand and address the low-carbon  
  skills gap.

  Create new pathways to low-carbon job training.

  Focus on the recruitment of under-represented  
  groups in the construction industry, such as   
  women and Indigenous Yukoners. 

 Continue to install electric vehicle charging  
 stations in Whitehorse.
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Economic Recovery

 Roads

 Institute a Fall Tendering forecast for infrastructure  
 projects to give contractors time to plan for the  
 upcoming construction season.

 Develop and implement a comprehensive   
 10-year investment plan in Yukon transportation  
 infrastructure to give certainty to Yukon   
 communities and contractors to be able to   
 plan for the future and invest in and retain   
 workers long-term.

 Commit that Yukon Gateway Resource Funding  
 will remain with transportation infrastructure and  
 capacity building.

 Reverse the cuts to the Rural Road Upgrade  
 Program and Roads to Resources program.

 Work with Canada and Alaska to push the   
 United States to live up to its commitments  
 under the Shakwak agreement. 

Diversification of our 
Economy

Businesses that are based on knowledge and 
innovation are a growing part of our economic 
landscape. If we want to see further growth of these 
types of businesses, we need to alter the way that we 
support them. A Yukon Party government will:

 Use government procurement to better   
 support technology and telecommunication  
 companies by earmarking a portion of   
 government’s information and technology   
 budget for locally-produced solutions.

 Use trade agreement exemptions to target  
 support for technology companies.

 Explore ways to enter longer-term support and  
 maintenance contracts with local businesses  
 to ensure they have stability to grow. 

 Create a venture capital program based on the  
 successful B.C. model that offers tax credits to  
 investors to encourage them to make equity       
 capital investments in Yukon based  
 small businesses.  

Unlocking the Potential of our 
Creative Industries

The Yukon’s dynamic and diverse creative and cultural 
sector contributes to positive economic outcomes. 
This sector also provides employment opportunities 
that offer broadened career paths for our next 
generations. In 2018, this sector contributed nearly 
$60 million to the territory’s GDP and with the proper 
support it can grow even more.

 A Yukon Party government will:

 Create a one-window approach and concierge  
 service for cultural industry programs and   
 supports. This will ensure programs are easier  
 to access, reviewed to ensure they meet   
 the needs of industry, and support marketing  
 and business development.

 Prioritize Yukon creatives in the  
 procurement process.

The Yukon has untapped potential as a world-class 
destination for the film and sound industry and for 
major productions. In order to unleash this  
potential a Yukon Party government will:

 Work with the local film and sound industry to  
 examine current incentive programs to see how  
 they can be enhanced or improved to attract  
 more film and sound productions and to allow  
 locals to receive more meaningful and 
 senior job experience.

 We will also continue to support a vibrant   
 and sustainable film and sound recording   
 industry by working with stakeholders to   
 review the current suite of programs to ensure  
 the needs of the industry are addressed as it  
 emerges from the pandemic. 
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Supporting Healthy 
Yukon Families

Action for a Change

The future of the territory largely depends 
on the success and strength of the next 
generation of Yukoners. Encouraging their 
success means approaching the education 
of our territory’s young people in a more 
complete way; one that integrates supports 
from birth to graduation and on to jobs. This 
will require a bold vision with new thinking 
and approaches to get us there. 

One area that is particularly concerning is the educational 
outcomes for Yukon First Nations students. Report after 
report has pointed out that our current system is not 
serving First Nations students – in fact it is failing them. 

The 2019 Auditor General’s report 
found that while 81 per cent of non-
First Nations students who entered 
high school graduated within six 
years, only 49 per cent of First Nations 
students graduated over the same 
period of time. These outcomes are 
unacceptable, and it has become clear 
that significant change is needed.  
That is why a Yukon Party government 
will set a target to attain graduation 
rates of 80 per cent for all students 
within 10 years. 
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While broad education system changes and 
improvements are needed, it is imperative that 
we recognize the increased challenges students 
experienced during COVID-19. Whether this is the 
result of scheduling challenges, reduced classroom 
time, increased schooling independence or lack of 
social connection we know this has been a difficult 
year for many. We must move quickly to develop 
an Education Recovery Plan focused on getting 
our students back on track. There is a shadow 
pandemic of increased mental health issues and 
addictions throughout our territory; an outcome that 
is having a particularly hard impact for our students. 
Before we can move on with the kind of educational 
changes we need, the immediate impacts on our 
students from the pandemic must be dealt with.

We know that before COVID-19, our territory was 
grappling with how best to address the broad mental 
health and substance abuse issues widely impacting 
our health and wellness. It is clear that the pandemic 
has escalated these issues. Yukoners are experiencing 
job losses and financial uncertainty leading to 
increased strain and anxiety. There is an increase in 
domestic violence and substance abuse in families, 
opioid use and deaths are at an all time high, and we 
are seeing a spike in eating disorders and other mental 
health challenges amongst our youth. For some, the 
shadow pandemic of mental health has been more 
difficult than the COVID -19 pandemic itself. As we 
move past the immediate impacts from the pandemic 
we will expand and enhance mental health and 
wellness supports. 

The Yukon Party recognizes that addressing the 
unintended consequences from COVID-19 fits within 
a broader context of shifting how Yukoners access 
health care. We will move from what has been a 
traditional disease treatment-based system to one 
premised on a patient-centred care model. This will 
require us to work together to support integrating 
different types of care across the health and social 
system to more holistically address the health  
of Yukoners.

Healthy Beginnings

Healthy, prosperous lives begin with healthy 
beginnings. To support Yukon mothers, mothers-to-be 
and families, a Yukon Party government will:

 Work with groups providing Canada Prenatal  
 Nutrition Programs in the Yukon to enhance  
 supports for pregnant women, new mothers,  
 and babies.

 Support the ongoing efforts to ensure   
 midwifery becomes a regulated, funded   
 system as an option for families that choose it. 

 Explore ways to support families that struggle  
 with fertility, including introducing a tax-credit  
 for in-vitro fertilization and support for  
 adoptive parents. 

The 2019 Auditor General’s 
report found that while

of non-First Nations students 
who entered high school 
graduated within 6 years

81%  49%
of First Nations students 
graduated over the same 
period of time.

for all students 
within 10 years. 

Yukon Party Government Target

80%
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$500 per child
per month

non-taxable benefit directly to 
parents for each child up to age 5

$100 per child
per month

non-taxable benefit directly to 
parents for each child aged 6 to 10

A
C

B

Early Learning and Child Care

Access to affordable childcare is an important driver of 
workforce participation for many parents. This means 
that ensuring Yukon families have access to affordable 
childcare carries an economic imperative that will help 
drive our prosperity. We also recognize that investment 
in early learning provides strong social and economic 
impacts. By investing in the enhancement of early 
learning, we are helping our economy and reducing the 
burden on our health and social services later in life. 

A Yukon Party government will make strategic 
improvements to the Yukon’s childcare and early learning 
system that will focus on affordability and quality. 

To improve the quality of early learning,  
a Yukon Party government will:

 Maintain currently planned increases to the Direct  
 Operating Grant, which include enhanced wages  
 for ECEs, quality program enhancements and the  
 additional supports for children with special needs.

 Work with the ECE community to review the  
 certification system and explore creating   
 additional levels. 

 Create incentives for ECEs to increase   
 their education, skills, training, and    
 professional development. 

 Explore the development of an Early Learning  
 Degree program at Yukon University.

 Develop a teaching lab facility to support   
 the current Early Learning and Child Care   
 program at Yukon University. 

 Support upgrades and physical improvements  
 to daycare facilities through an enhanced   
 capital upgrades fund. 

 Introduce accountability mechanisms to the   
 Direct Operating Grant to ensure that benefits  
 truly flow to the ECEs that they are meant for. 

 Work in Dawson City with the Little Blue Daycare  
 to determine the community’s needs for childcare  
 spaces and then develop options for their expansion  
 or a new facility. 

To address affordability, a Yukon Party  
government will:

 Create the Universal Child Benefit, which will   
 provide $500 per child per month directly to parents  
 up to age five (5). A further $100 per child per month  
 will be provided for children between the ages of six (6)  
 and 10. This would mean that parents would receive a  
 monthly non-taxable amount to help with the costs  
 of childcare.

 Protect and review the Child Care Subsidy to ensure  
 that it fits within the new funding system and  
 that the application process is transparent  
 and streamlined. 

Additionally, to ensure our system supports the 
children needing additional support, a Yukon Party 
government will:

 Enhance and provide long-term stable support  
 to the Yukon Child Development Centre. 

 Launch a review of the supported childcare   
 program by establishing a technical working group  
 with participation from the Child Care Board and  
 the Yukon First Nation Education Directorate.  

Create the Yukon Universal Child Benefit 
which will provide $500 per child per month 
directly to parents for every child up to age 5. 
A further $100 per child per month would  
be provided for children between the ages  
of 6 and 10. This would mean that parents 
would receive a monthly non-taxable 
amount to help with the costs of childcare.
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 K-12 Education

The COVID-19 pandemic had incredible and adverse 
impacts on our schools and our students. Broader 
reforms and initiatives were already needed for Yukon 
education, however we need to start by helping our 
schools recover from the impacts of the pandemic. 

An immediate priority for a Yukon Party government 
will be the creation of an Education Pandemic 
Recovery Plan which will:

 Ensure that no student is left behind   
 because of the education delivery changes.

 Enhance access to mental health supports  
 in schools.

 Review financial supports for students who have  
 had scholarships or other funding impacted by  
 the pandemic. 

A Yukon Party government will make changes to 
ensure that students have strong fundamentals, 
better access to a diversity of education 
pathways and supports to include:

 Working with school communities to address  
 literacy and numeracy outcomes across all   
 grade levels.

 Developing a technology education plan that  
 promotes computer literacy and coding.

 Broadening access to experiential learning   
 programs such as MAD, GOES, and CHAOS.

 Expanding Aurora Virtual School to allow more  
 Yukon students to access alternative learning  
 options to better suit individual learning styles.

 Establish a Trades Centre of Excellence Program  
 for high school students looking to pursue a  
 career in the trades. 

 Work with the Yukon Montesorri School and the  
 Yukon Teachers’ Association to establish a pilot  
 project for a publicly funded Montessori program  
 in a Yukon elementary school. 

 Revisit the decision to move away from   
 Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) for  
 students that require additional assistance.

The effective delivery of education requires 
appropriate physical space. To achieve this,  
a Yukon Party government will:

 Develop a long-term School Revitalization   
 Plan by working with School Councils and other  
 stakeholders in the education community.

 Begin the process for replacement of the  
 Ross River School.  

 Assess all schools for adequate ventilation   
 and prioritize upgrades where urgent upgrades  
 are needed. 

Teachers are our most valuable asset for 
delivering high quality education to our students. 

A Yukon Party government will:

 Engage teachers more directly in the education  
 system decision-making processes.

 Enhance occupational health and safety training  
 for teachers and all front-line education staff.

 Work with third party safety professionals to  
 conduct safety assessments of all schools   
 annually, and make reports available to students,  
 teachers, and staff.

 Introduce a tax credit for teachers who   
 spend their own money on supplies for   
 their classrooms. 
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Skills Training

Despite the challenges the pandemic has created 
for our economy, the reality is that skilled trades will 
continue to be in demand in the Yukon. In particular, 
the mining and exploration industry will drive growth 
in the demand for these important jobs. 

To address this growing demand in an effective 
and significant way, a Yukon Party government 
will launch a task force to examine new ways 
to renew and expand trades education and 
opportunities so students get the right skills and 
training to get rewarding jobs here in the Yukon. 

The Skills for Jobs Task Force will:

 Examine the opportunities for expanding   
 apprenticeship to other careers and occupations.

 Identify how to promote apprenticeship education  
 as a valuable alternative to a degree program. 

 Help address the need for skilled trades in   
 the Yukon’s economy. 

 Include membership from First Nations, unions,  
 private industry and education leaders. 

A Yukon Party government will also work with Yukon 
Women in Trades and Technology to encourage 
greater participation of women in the trades  
and technology.

Yukon University

A successful transition to the workforce will require 
tapping into the potential of Yukon University to deliver 
unique northern post-secondary experiences  
to the next generation of Yukoners. 

A Yukon Party government will:

 Strengthen and design new programs with Yukon  
 University and industry to better understand and  
 address the low-carbon skills gap.

 Explore the development of an Early Learning  
 Degree program at Yukon University.

 Develop a teaching lab facility to support the  
 current Early Learning and Child Care program  
 at Yukon University.

 Work with Yukon University to investigate   
 developing an enhanced geology program 
 in the Yukon.

First Nations Education

A Yukon Party government will set a clear goal of an 
80 per cent graduation rate within 10 years for First 
Nations students.

To do this, a Yukon Party government will:

 Recognize the need to establish stronger   
 partnerships with Yukon First Nations and work  
 with First Nations governments to increase their  
 authority and control of the education of Yukon  
 First Nations students.

 Recognize that this will look different in   
 different communities, and work through   
 established pathways such as Regional   
 Education Agreements, the recently announced  
 First Nation School Board Agreement, or through  
 bilateral agreements with specific schools. 

 Work with First Nations governments and the  
 First Nation Education Directorate to begin  
 developing an Indigenous Academy as an   
 innovative way to embed Indigenous studies into  
 the school system. 

 Develop a Student Outcome Strategy, as   
 recommended by the Auditor General, which  
 should include analyzing the root causes of poor  
 student outcomes, defining performance targets,  
 developing actions to meet those targets, and  
 evaluating the effectiveness of these actions. 

 Work with the Yukon Native Language Centre  
 to support the teaching and preservation of First  
 Nation languages.

 Work with First Nations to implement the   
 recommendations of the 2019 Auditor General  
 Report on Education. 
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Mental Wellness

The pandemic has clearly highlighted the need to 
focus on improving the supports for mental 
wellness. Even with federal and territorial efforts to 
address the impacts of COVID-19, we recognize the 
toll the pandemic continues to have on mental health 
and realize this has resulted in a shadow pandemic for 
many in the Yukon. The opioid crisis that we have 
seen develop is a perfect example of this. 

A new approach and additional resources are needed 
to address Yukoner’s mental health.  
A Yukon Party government will:

 Expand the availability of telehealth and virtual  
 mental wellness and addictions services.

 Review the rural mental health hubs model,  
 and ensure that suitable staffing and resources  
 are provided. 

 Increase the availability of community-based  
 mental health supports and providers by   
 encouraging rural and Indigenous Yukoners to  
 enter into the health and social services careers.

 Improve the delivery of psychology services by  
 introducing a regulatory framework for   
 psychology in the Yukon.

 Begin construction of a new Secure Medical  
 Unit at the Whitehorse General Hospital and  
 ensure proper training and protocols are in place.

 Work with First Nations governments and the  
 Government of Canada to fund a rural, on-the- 
 land mental health and substance treatment  
 centre that incorporates:

  Clinical and traditional/cultural approaches  
  including land-based healing.

  Strong linkages with community and cultural  
  healing resources (pre and post-treatment). 

  Development and governance in partnership  
  with First Nations people.

  Accessibility of services to all Yukoners.

Integrated Health and 
Wellness System

Over the past, progress has been made to study and 
review our current health care system. However, we 
have seen many studies and reports which have led to 
more studies and more reports. What we need to see 
now is thoughtful action to lead us forward. The 
Putting People First report, which contains 76 
recommendations and calls for sweeping changes to 
our system is a good example of this. We agree with 
much of the work done in the Putting People First 
report, and support the vision of integrated, whole-
person care across a health and social system as it 
places people at the centre as leaders in their care.  

While we support these goals, we do have concerns 
about some of the recommendations. That is why a 
Yukon Party government, in consultation with 
health system leaders and experts including 
physicians, allied health professionals, and 
community leaders will:

 Evaluate the recommendations of Putting   
 People First and create an action plan of short,  
 medium, and longer-term deliverables.

 Report to Yukoners on the leading health and  
 wellness successes and challenges for  
 our territory.   

We will use Yukon and national evidence to 
support the: 

 Prioritization of what recommendations should  
 be implemented and what recommendations  
 should be set aside. 

 Development of cost estimates for  
 each recommendation.

 Evaluation criteria for continuous and transparent  
 program and service improvements. 
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These uncertainties from COVID-19 have 
highlighted the need to prioritize our children’s 
social and emotional wellbeing. Working 
together we can collectively provide for their healthy 
development and mitigate the negative cost that could 
result when reaching adulthood. To do this a Yukon 
Party government will: 

 Target youth in demographics that are  
 most vulnerable.

 Ensure appropriate parental supports are in place  
 to help struggling parents.

 Provide mental health supports in the schools  
 with a goal of offering same-day response.

 Use the power of sport and the arts to foster  
 a sense of purpose and improve resilience   
 amongst young people. 

 Implement effective preventative approaches  
 to mental health and substance use prevention  
 for children and youth through successful   
 programs such as the Planet Youth model in  
 the Yukon.

 Monitor mental health needs and outcomes  
 for all children as a way to improve and   
 measure success. 

Effective Partnerships

An unfortunate trend in the past few years has been 
the Yukon government taking over programs and 
services previously delivered by non-governmental 
organizations. Our goal should be to work with and 
build up our non-governmental sector, not displace 
it with government-run programs. A Yukon Party 
government will support NGOs to continue 
their traditional role of augmenting Yukon 
government’s program delivery including but  
not limited to:

 Clearly articulating program needs and reporting  
 expectations.

 Reviewing the operation of the Whitehorse  
 Emergency Shelter.

 Examining service delivery impact from the  
 closure of Many Rivers Counselling and Support  
 Services, and working with the Canadian Mental  
 Health Association Yukon to address gaps. 

 Work with current service providers, such as  
 Challenge Disability Resource Group, FASSY  
 and Options for Independence, to deliver   
 a more coordinated approach for people and  
 families living with FASD.

 Collaborate with NGOs, such as Yukon’s   
 Interagency Network on Disability and Skookum  
 Jim Friendship Centre, on addressing gaps  
 in services; particularly for youth transitioning to  
 adulthood.  

 Working with seniors and Elders through the  
 Golden Age Society, other organizations and  
 NGOs and First Nations governments to deliver  
 on the health and wellness outcomes outlined in  
 Yukon’s Aging in Place Action Plan. 

 Explore options to increase life-skills and other  
 supports for youth aging out of the foster-care  
 system to support their smooth transition into  
 positive, productive, and fulfilling lives. 

 Develop a comprehensive Yukon Diabetes   
 Strategy in partnership with Yukon T1D   
 Support Network, Diabetes Education Centre,  
 Diabetes Canada, Canadian Paediatric Society,  
 and other stakeholders.
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Yukon Hospital Corporation

Whether due to the pandemic, systemic challenges 
or a lack of resources, the wait times for several 
important procedures available at Whitehorse General 
Hospital have lengthened. 

A Yukon Party government will launch a Wait 
Time Reduction Strategy to:

 Collect and compile procedure data from WGH  
 programs and services, laboratory services and  
 medical imaging.

 Rank and prioritize procedures with backlogged  
 wait times.

 Identify the necessary resources to address  
 these backlogs.

 Consider what procedures should be delivered in  
 the territory or Outside. 

 Improve public awareness of wait times through  
 a dashboard.

To help ensure Yukoners have access to timely and 
high-quality care, a Yukon Party government will 
fund the Yukon Hospital Corporation accordingly, 
with adequate and predictable annual increases. 
Further, we will work with the Yukon Hospital 
Corporation to:

 Develop a Capital Plan for the Yukon  
 Hospital Corporation.

 Consider how to improve surgical services.

 Ensure that capital build, equipment purchases,  
 and program improvements are built into Yukon  
 Government’s budget planning. 

 Ensure that adequate supports exist for staff at  
 health care facilities to prevent staff burn-out.

Improving Access to Care

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us that we can 
deliver a comprehensive range of care remotely. 
However, when Yukoners are required to travel to 
receive this care, they should be better supported.  
To help improve access to necessary care,  
a Yukon Party government will:

 Increase the availability and use of virtual care. 

 Improve access to physicians and nurse   
 practitioners based on evidence from sources  
 like the Find a Family Doctor tool and emergency  
 department use at Whitehorse General Hospital,  
 Watson Lake Community Hospital and Dawson  
 City Community Hospital. 

 Review rural dental services to ensure they are  
 meeting the needs of our community. 

Medical Devices

The Yukon Party has advocated for better supports 
for Yukoners living with Type 1 Diabetes. In addition 
to ensuring full coverage for all Yukoners with 
Type 1 Diabetes accessing Continuous Glucose 
Monitoring devices, we will create a Patient Advisory 
Committee. This Committee will provide Yukon 
Government the views of families, patients and 
healthcare providers when deciding what types of 
technology should be covered going forward. 
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Public Health and Vaccines

We know that the impacts from COVID-19, including 
the public health measures undertaken, have 
had unintended consequences for the health and 
wellbeing of Yukoners. We also know all too well 
that investing in public health is essential if we are 
to promote the health of Yukoners, prevent chronic 
disease and combat infectious disease in our territory.  

More specifically, this includes the role of 
immunizations as a critical aspect to ensure Yukoners 
remain healthy. A Yukon Party government will:

 Educate and deliver the current complement  
 of childhood vaccinations available to Yukon  
 families.

 Address the absence of coverage for specifically  
 formulated influenza vaccines for seniors.

 Educate and inform seniors about current   
 vaccine programs.

 Review the current suite of vaccines available  
 in the Yukon and consider expanding access to  
 new vaccines. 

 Expand coverage of the Shingrix vaccine to align  
 with Health Canada’s recommendations.

Seniors and Long Term Care

We know that the Yukon’s seniors want to age 
with dignity and freedom in their own homes and 
communities to the greatest extent possible.  
In order to better support this goal, a Yukon Party 
government will:

 Implement the Aging in Place Action Plan.

 Enhance supports for home modifications to  
 improve mobility.

 Explore partnerships with First Nations to   
 develop housing options for Elders.

 Work with seniors’ organizations in Whitehorse  
 to help recruit seniors for the tutoring program  
 offered by Learning Disabilities Association  
 of Yukon.

 In partnership with stakeholders, seek ways  
 to increase funding to support active living   
 and social participation for seniors and Elders. 

 Partner with Yukon First Nations governments  
 and NGOs to provide more day programs for  
 seniors; particularly in rural communities.

 Offer funding for emergency repair for low-to- 
 medium income clients to allow seniors to stay  
 in their homes.

 Work with the City of Whitehorse to improve  
 the Handy Bus service.

 Look at implementing a caregiver benefit   
 program for low income caregivers who care  
 for low-income older adults. 

 Review social supports for seniors to ensure  
 seniors receiving income support have adequate  
 funding to meet their needs. 

 Freeze power rates for two years to assist   
 seniors on a fixed income. 
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Safe And Growing Communities

Safe And Growing 
Communities

While the economy and population of 
the Yukon has grown considerably over 
the past decade, we have not seen that 
growth spread across all regions and all 
communities. We need to ensure that a 
growing and prosperous Yukon means 
growing and prosperous communities. 
The investment that flows in the Yukon 
cannot stop in Whitehorse, it needs to 
continue to flow throughout the entire 
territory. Communities and municipalities 
need support to ensure that the quality of 
life in communities is just as strong as in 
Whitehorse.

One of the biggest obstacles to further growth 
anywhere in our territory is the lack of land 
available for development. This lack of developed 
or available land is one of the greatest factors that 
contribute to unattainable housing prices. Unlike some 
places in Canada, this is not due to a lack of raw land 
or space, but a lack of the governance structures and 
political will to actually take land development and 
planning seriously. 

We also need to ensure that our communities are safe 
and secure. Recent statistics have shown that both 
the severity and the rate of crime are increasing in 
the Yukon. Some have noticed an increase in property 
crime either at their homes or businesses, but we have 
also seen increases in more severe crimes as well. 

Action for a Change
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Safe And Growing Communities

A Yukon Party government will be 
the government of all Yukoners. 
We will foster success across the 
entire territory. 

Land Development

A Yukon Party government will make developing land 
a priority. We need to work in partnership with First 
Nations, municipalities and government agencies to do 
this. A Yukon Party government will:

 Work with First Nations to create mutually   
 beneficial agreements to make settlement land  
 accessible for residential, commercial and   
 industrial development. 

 Work with First Nations to promote confidence  
 and clarity in leased settlement land as a viable  
 development option.

 Release land to allow for private sector development. 

 Work with the City of Whitehorse to plan for  
 residential land development in Whitehorse,  
 beyond Whistle Bend. 

 Work with the City of Whitehorse to provide a  
 better variety of lot types, including country or  
 rural residential lots. 

 Work with the City of Whitehorse to improve  
 the accountability and transparency around the  
 lot lottery process.

 Make more land available in all Yukon communities  
 by working with municipalities and First Nations.

 Increase the supply of recreational land available  
 to Yukoners. 

 Create a First-Time Land Buyer program to  
 increase access to land for the next generation 
 of Yukoners. 

Housing

For years the housing market and lack of affordable 
housing has been holding back too many Yukoners 
as well as our economy. The lack of affordable 
housing hurts young families trying to grow, and hurts 
businesses trying to recruit and retain staff. 

As the 2017 Financial Advisory Panel noted: “A well-
functioning housing market is an essential element of 
any successful economy.” This is not an issue that can 
be turned around quickly though, and measures need to 
be taken with care. A Yukon Party government will:

 Re-introduce housing programs that were   
 cancelled by the current government, such as  
 the First Time Home Buyer Program. 

 Review the size and purpose of the Yukon   
 government’s involvement in the housing sector.

 Examine existing rent support programs to  
 ensure they are meeting the needs of Yukoners  
 and make necessary adjustments.

 Explore tax incentives to incentivize the   
 construction of affordable housing.

 Work with Yukon First Nations Development  
 Corporations to develop affordable housing  
 based upon the successful model that has been  
 used in Whistle Bend.

 Community Housing 
The housing markets in many Yukon communities are 
also strained. In order for communities to grow, we 
need to ensure that there are accessible lots and 
houses. A Yukon Party government will:

 Explore options to increase private housing  
 options in Yukon communities.

 Review Yukon Housing’s role in rural communities.

 Explore tax incentives and grant programs to  
 incentivize the construction and ownership of  
 private housing in rural communities.

 Work with communities and financial institutions  
 to review the availability of mortgages to   
 Yukoners living in rural communities. 
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Safe And Growing Communities

Strengthening Investment in 
Yukon Communities

The investment that flows in the Yukon cannot stop in 
Whitehorse; it needs to continue to flow throughout 
the entire territory. Communities and municipalities 
need support to ensure that the quality of life in 
communities is just as strong as in Whitehorse. To 
help our communities thrive and prosper, a Yukon 
Party government will:

 Increase the funding available to Yukon   
 municipalities and review the Comprehensive  
 Municipal Grant.

 Utilize the lessons learned during the pandemic  
 of working remotely to allow for more government  
 positions to be located in the communities for  
 those employees wanting to work in rural Yukon.

 As employees retire, identify positions that can be  
 located and filled in communities with a preference  
 given to rural and First Nations Yukoners.

 Work with the Yukon Employees Union to   
 review policies and practices related to relocation  
 requests and determine how to better support  
 staff working from communities. 

 Continue to work with First Nations and   
 communities to determine infrastructure   
 priorities for all Yukon communities. 

The Outdoors

Yukoners value the opportunities to enjoy our vast and 
beautiful wilderness. In order to ensure that these 
opportunities continue to exist, a Yukon Party 
government will:

 Create a new campground and add new spaces  
 to existing campgrounds.

 Reverse the camping fee increases brought in  
 with the current government.

Over the past four years, the relationship between the 
hunting and angling community and government has 
deteriorated and trust has eroded. Where there was 
once confidence and collaboration in the wildlife 
management system, there is now uncertainty and 
skepticism. In order to fulfill our shared goal of fostering 
an environment where all Yukoners can continue to 
enjoy their culture of hunting, fishing, and trapping, we 
need healthy and abundant fish and wildlife populations. 

To achieve this we need an accountable government that 
listens and works in partnership with the hunting and 
angling community. A Yukon Party government will: 

 Recommit the Yukon Government to a   
 science-based approach to fish and wildlife   
 management that integrates traditional knowledge  
 and is grounded in the commitment to  
 co-management with First Nations governments  
 as outlined in Chapter 16 of the Umbrella  
 Final Agreement.

 Recognize the Yukon Fish and Wildlife   
 Management Board and the Renewable   
 Resource Councils are the primary instruments  
 of fish and wildlife management in the Yukon.  
 Work with all First Nations to improve   
 stewardship, certainty and clarity for hunters  
 and anglers in their traditional territories. 

“Hunters, anglers, and trappers 
offer valuable first-hand 
expertise. They have a deep 
appreciation and respect for 
conservation, and are 
responsible environmental 
stewards. That’s why we need  
to work with them as true 
partners for the benefit of  
future generations.” 

– Currie Dixon, Leader of the Yukon Party
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 Direct funds collected from licenses, fees, and  
 seals to a newly created Conservation Partnership  
 fund for habitat enhancement, ungulate   
 enhancement, and wildlife population support.

  This fund would be open to application from  
  NGOs, RRCs and other conservation   
  organizations. Once this new fund is created, we  
  will work with stakeholders to review the fees.

 Increase funding and resources for wildlife surveys  
 and data collection to ensure that decisions are  
 based on the best available information.

 Institute a mandatory review of any new zone  
 closure, restriction, or other regulation change  
 that reduces hunting opportunities for Yukoners  
 after the management action has been taken.

  This will ensure that restrictions do not   
  necessarily become permanent, and put the  
  onus on government to demonstrate whether  
  and how they are working. 

  The length of time for the review will depend  
  on the area and species, and will be   
  determined by working with stakeholders. 

 Immediately rebuild and repair the relationship  
 with the Yukon Fish and Game Association. 

  Restore the 25 per cent funding cut   
  implemented  by the current government  
  in 2020. 

  Ensure that no future funding agreements  
  contain gag orders that were proposed by  
  the current government and meant to silence  
  the hunting community. 

  Work with the Yukon Fish and Game   
  Association to establish a long term   
  partnership to provide stewardship and   
  leadership programs for youth and women. 

  Work with the Yukon Fish and Game   
  Association to provide access to land for  
  outdoor recreation camps.

Safe Communities

In order for our communities to grow and prosper, 
they need to be safe and secure for everyone.  
We cannot do that alone so we need to work with our 
partners to ensure our communities are safe. 
That is why a Yukon Party government will:

 Take steps to implement the Yukon’s Missing  
 and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and  
 Two- Spirit+ People Strategy.

 Implement ‘Clare’s Law’ legislation to ensure  
 that in defined circumstances people at risk of  
 domestic violence may be notified of their   
 partner’s previous history of domestic violence  
 or violent acts.

 Commit $1 million in new funding to combat  
 sexual assault and provide services to survivors  
 of sexual violence.

 Ensure communities are safe for everyone by  
 working with Queer Yukon to make a Yukon  
 Pride Centre a reality.

 Work with First Nations to expand the   
 Community Safety Program and the success  
 experienced by the Kwanlin Dün First Nation in  
 Whitehorse to other Yukon communities.

 Ensure that the RCMP is adequately resourced  
 to meet the needs of Yukon communities. 

 Work with the RCMP to ensure their staffing  
 complement is maximized.

 Work with the federal government to transition  
 from the practice of Ottawa selecting a Chief  
 Firearms Officer to one selected by the Yukon.

 Implement Slow Down, Move Over legislation.

 Review street light coverage in rural   
 communities to ensure they are appropriately  
 meeting the health and safety needs of  
 the community.
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Foundation: Good Governance

Good Governance

A Yukon Party government can only build 
and accomplish Action for a Change on a 
solid foundation of Good Governance.  
The Yukon Party has always been committed 
to working effectively and respectfully with 
the public service to deliver results for 
Yukoners. We also need to build on the 
solid relationships that have been developed 
between the Yukon government and Yukon 
First Nations governments. There is much 
more work ahead, but we will achieve this 
by respectful, productive and collaborative 
government-to-government relationships. 

When it comes to our public finances 
we must live within our means. With the 
reliance on transfers from the Government 
of Canada forming such a large portion 
of our revenue, and with so much of our 
economy driven by the public sector, Yukon 
government needs to be extremely cautious 
about taking on debt. That is why the Yukon 
Party is proposing a series of new measures 
to protect Yukon taxpayers – both today and 
for future generations.

Action for a Change
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Government-to-Government 
Relationships 

The development of First Nation self-government in the 
Yukon is something that all Yukoners should be proud of. 
What has been achieved so far is truly remarkable and 
sets the Yukon apart from other parts of Canada. While 
we should celebrate what has been accomplished, we 
must not lose sight of the significant work that remains 
to be done. The implementation of these agreements will 
take a great deal of work, dedication, and commitment. 
The only way this can be done, is by working together. 

In January of 2017, the Government of Yukon and First 
Nations signed an agreement that set the framework 
for a renewed relationship based on reconciliation and 
collaboration. Since then, First Nations and the 
Government of Yukon have established a strong 
working relationship based on collaboration and 
partnership. A Yukon Party government will commit 
to a relationship with Yukon First Nations that is 
based on reconciliation and collaboration by:

 Building on the momentum that has been   
 achieved since the 2017 intergovernmental  
 declaration.

 Renewing the 2017 intergovernmental   
 declaration and recommitting to its principles.

 Committing to working with First Nations to hold  
 four Yukon Forums a year.

 Committing to developing a joint action plan for  
 shared priorities that builds on the work  
 done to date.

 Working collaboratively with Yukon First Nations  
 to implement the Truth and Reconciliation   
 Commission recommendations.

Respecting the Public Service

A Yukon Party government will respect the skills, 
expertise and experience of our professional public 
service, understanding the indispensable role public 
servants play in framing and delivering services to 
their fellow Yukoners, enabling us to deliver on  
our commitments.

Together, the Yukon Party slate of candidates brings 
decades of experience in Cabinet along with a vast 
array of experience within the public sector. We 
understand many of the challenges faced by the public 
service, the importance of listening to advice, making 
clear decisions, and the need to provide the tools and 
resources that enable programs to function effectively.

A Yukon Party government will commit to:  

 Fostering an overall climate of collaboration and  
 respect, recognizing the depth and breadth of  
 experience and expertise within the public   
 service as well as the proficiency and continuity  
 it provides to the Yukon.

 Respecting the independence of the public  
 service by enabling public servants to remain  
 neutral and non-partisan in their work.

 Maintaining a clear separation of the political  
 level from the government hiring process.

 Supporting opportunities that make public sector  
 careers inspiring and rewarding.

 Learning from the challenges both programs and  
 public servants have encountered in the past and  
 listening with an open mind to ideas and solutions.

 Prioritizing the tools and supports needed to enable  
 public servants to effectively deliver to Yukon citizens.

 Holding ourselves accountable as a fair and  
 supportive employer.

“A Yukon Party government will 
respect the skills, expertise, and 
non-partisan nature of the public 
service. Our focus will be on 
listening to their expert advice, 
making clear decisions, and then 
providing them the tools 
necessary to take action.” 

– Currie Dixon, Leader of the Yukon Party
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Improving  
Our Democratic System

The Yukon Party is committed to improving transparency 
and accountability in Yukon politics while strengthening 
our democracy. A Yukon Party government will:

 Cap political contributions from individuals  
 and businesses.

 Close the loophole that allows parties to hide the  
 source of political donations.

 Legislate a mandatory review of the  
 Elections Act every five years.

 Amend the standing orders of the Yukon   
 Legislative Assembly to prevent the use of the  
 guillotine clause for changes to the Elections Act. 

 Restart the Electoral Boundaries  
 Commission process.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic the current 
government has used the Civil Emergency Measures 
Act far beyond its intended purpose. In order to 
prevent this from happening again, a Yukon Party 
government will amend CEMA by:

 Changing the law to ensure that even in   
 extended emergencies governments will still be  
 subject to scrutiny and accountability by the  
 Legislative Assembly.

 Adding a requirement that any extension of a  
 state of emergency be subject to debate in the  
 Legislative Assembly.

 Ensuring that Orders-In-Council and Ministerial  
 Orders brought forward under the auspices of  
 the CEMA would be subject to review by the  
 Legislative Assembly.

 Examining the Public Health Act to examine if  
 amendments are required to allow for the   
 management of pandemics under that  
 legislation, rather than CEMA. 
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Protecting Future 
Generations of Taxpayers

As the federal government takes on record levels of 
debt we have seen provincial governments across the 
country follow suit. There is a view that in the face of 
the pandemic, governments should be more open to 
the idea of taking on large amounts of debt. Here in 
the Yukon, there are two things that complicate that: 
the fact that Yukon Government relies on transfers 
from Ottawa for such a large portion of its revenue, 
and the fact that government spending accounts for 
such a large amount of the GDP. The Yukon Party 
believes that government should be extremely 
cautious about taking on debt.  

To protect future generations of Yukon taxpayers, 
a Yukon Party government will:

 Live within its means and follow the   
 recommendations of the Financial Advisory  
 Panel to limit the growth in the public sector.

 Strengthen the Taxpayer Protection Act by   
 requiring proposed borrowing be subject to  
 debate in the Yukon Legislative Assembly.

 Ensure any new long-term debt requires prior  
 authorization by the Legislative Assembly.

 Increase public transparency by requiring   
 government to report annually on all the details  
 of temporary borrowing by government   
 corporations and their subsidiaries.

 Reverse the trend of the current government of  
 going further and further into debt and release a  
 strategy to return the territory to No Net Debt.
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